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ST. PETERS – WORSHIP SCRIPT 
 NINETEENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 

LWML SUNDAY 
+ DIVINE SERVICE SETTING FIVE+ 

October 8, 2023    10:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE           “Musique Royale”    Michel-Richard Delaldndi    
         
WELCOME AND GREETING  
 

OPENING HYMN              “Hark the Voice of Jesus Calling”  LSB # 827         
 

 Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, 
    “Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvests waiting— 
    Who will bear the sheaves away?” 

Loud and long the Master calleth; 
    Rich reward He offers thee. 

Who will answer, gladly saying, 
    “Here am I, send me, send me”? 

 

 Some take up His task in morning, 
    To their Lord responding soon; 
Some are called in heat of midday, 

    Others late in afternoon; 
Even as the sun is setting, 

    Some are sent into the fields, 
There to gather in the bounty 

    That God’s Word so richly yields. 
 

 For as rain and snow from heaven 
    Water seeds in dusty soil, 

Causing them to bud and flower, 
    Giving bread to those who toil; 

So the Lord sends forth His promise, 
    Words of life and joy and peace— 

Never void to Him returning, 
    Bearing fruit with great increase. 

 

 Hearken to the Lord whose coming 
    Marks the time when grace shall end, 

When with His angelic reapers 
    He in glory shall descend. 

Soon the night, the final harvest; 
    Soon the time for work shall cease. 

Then the souls His grace has garnered 
    Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace. 
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Text (st. 1): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110004225 

  
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   
 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen.         
 
P:  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                        

 
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C:  who made heaven and earth.          
 
P:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
C:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)  
 
P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ as if Jesus were directly speaking these words, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ϯ Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY (25)     
 
P:  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
C:  O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame, let not my 

Enemies exult over me. 
P:  Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed       

who are wantonly treacherous. 
C: Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead me in your 

truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the 
day long. 
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P:  Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of 

old. 
C:  Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your 

steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 
 
P:  Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
C:  He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.   
 
P:  All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his 

covenant and his testimonies. 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
     
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS     “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”       LSB #843 
 

“Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 
    You taught us, Lord, to pray; 

But You alone can grant us grace 
    To live the words we say. 

 
How can Your pardon reach and bless 

    The unforgiving heart 
That broods on wrongs and will not let 

    Old bitterness depart? 
 

In blazing light Your cross reveals 
    The truth we dimly knew: 

What trivial debts are owed to us, 
    How great our debt to You! 

 
Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 

    And bid resentment cease; 
Then, bound to all in bonds of love, 
    Our lives will spread Your peace. 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004225 
 

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY    

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
P: Let us pray. 
C:  Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed 

Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness 
of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING    Ezekiel 18: 1 – 4; 25 – 32 
   

 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the 
soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 
 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?26 When a righteous person turns 
away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that 
he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the 
wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 
28Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had 
committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way 
of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that 
are not just? 
 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 
declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be 
your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and 
make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 
32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and 
live.” 
 

R: This is the Word of the Lord.         
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

EPISTLE READING    Philippians 2: 1 – 4; 14 – 18 
 
 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
2having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.3Do nothing from rivalry or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.4Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. . . . 
 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word of 
life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice 
with me. 

 

R: This is the Word of the Lord.         
C: Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                (Stand and Sing, LSB 156) 
 

Alleluia Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia.l 
 

HOLY GOSPEL    Matthew 21:23 – 32    
                                                                    
R:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 21st Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord 
 
 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you 
one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from 
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered 
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 
 28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ And he answered, 29‘I will not,’ but afterward he 
changed his mind and went. 30And he went to the other son and said the same. And he 
answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 
said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and 
believe him.” 

    HOLY GOSPEL                 
R:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLE’ CREED 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
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     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”          LSB #589 
 

Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, 
    Let Your Word to me come near; 

Newborn life and spirit give me, 
    Let each promise still my fear. 

Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, 
Wars against Your Word of life; 

    Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor 
    That I cling to You forever! 

 
Oh, what blessing to be near You 

    And to listen to Your voice; 
Let me ever love and hear You, 

    Let Your Word be now my choice! 
Many hardened sinners, Lord, 

Flee in terror at Your Word; 
    But to all who feel sin’s burden 

    You give words of peace and pardon. 
 

Lord, Your words are waters living 
    When my thirsting spirit pleads. 

Lord, Your words are bread life-giving; 
    On Your words my spirit feeds. 
Lord, Your words will be my light 

Through death’s cold and dreary night; 
    Yes, they are my sword prevailing 

    And my cup of joy unfailing! 
 

As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; 
    Let Your words in me take root. 
May Your Spirit e’er be near me 

    That I bear abundant fruit. 
May I daily sing Your praise, 

From my heart glad anthems raise, 
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    Till my highest praise is given 
    In the endless joy of heaven. 

Text: Public domain 

 
SERMON                  “Forgiveness Begins with Obedience”           Matthew 21:23-32 

                                 (Sermon Outline provided on back of Announcements) 
   
OFFERING  (As joyful givers, we clap for the offering) 
 
OFFERING MUSIC                         “Minuet”                 George Handel Frederic 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
LWML PLEDGE 
 

In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love 
and His blood-bought gift of redemption 

we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; 
and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, 

we pledge Him our willing service 
wherever and whenever He has need of us. 

We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, 
our feet to go on His errands, 
our voice to sing His praises, 

our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, 
our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom, 

our will to do His will, 
and every power of our life 

to the great task of bringing the lost 
and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. 

Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN                       “Built on the Rock”   LSB #645 
 

 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 
    Even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 
    Bells still are chiming and calling, 

Calling the young and old to rest, 
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But above all the souls distressed, 
    Longing for rest everlasting. 

 
 Surely in temples made with hands 

    God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth His temple stands, 

    All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 

Chooses to live with us in love, 
    Making our bodies His temple. 

 
 We are God’s house of living stones, 

    Built for His own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns 
    Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two His name to tell, 

Yet He would deign with us to dwell 
    With all His grace and His favor. 

 

 Here stands the font before our eyes, 
    Telling how God has received us. 
The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice 

    And what His Supper here gives us. 
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 

Christ yesterday, today, the same, 
    And evermore, our Redeemer. 

 
 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 

    Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me. 

You, not the world, My face shall see. 
    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 

Text: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE          “Postlude in C”    William Stechler  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

HAVE A JOYFUL LORD’S DAY OF SERVICE AND PRAISE! 

 

 

 


