
ST. PETER’S  -  WORSHIP SCRIPT 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

*DIVINE SERVICE SETTING FIVE MODIFIED,  213-218 
September 17, 2023 10:45am 

 
Everyone is encouraged to sign the attendance register. 

 
 
PRELUDE       “PROCESSIONAL”                   George Handel 
  
WELCOME AND GREETING  
 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  
 
HYMN             “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                 LSB #790 
 

 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

    Let all who hear Now to His temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 

 

      Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
    Have you not seen All that is needful has been 

Sent by His gracious ordaining? 
 

       Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 
   Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 

    What need or grief Ever has failed of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade you. 

 

 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

    Ponder anew  What the Almighty can do 
As with His love He befriends you. 

 

 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen Sound from His people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 

Text: Public domain 
 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    
C:  Amen. 

 
P:  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  
P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C:  who made heaven and earth. 
 



P:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
 (Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination) 
 
P:  O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C:  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P:  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

PSALMODY (Ps. 103)   “Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul”          LSB #814 vs. 1,2,3,5,6 
 

Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! 
Let all within me join 

And aid my tongue to bless his name 
Whose favors are divine. 

 

Oh, bless the Lord, my soul, 
Nor let his mercies lie 

Forgotten in unthankfulness 
And without praises die. 

 

‘Tis he forgives my sins; 
‘Tis he relieves my pain; 

‘Tis he that heals my sicknesses 
And makes me young again. 

 

He fills the poor with good; 
He gives the suff’rers rest; 

The Lord has judgments for the proud 
And justice for th’ oppressed. 

 

His wondrous works and ways 
He made by Moses known, 

But sent the world his truth and grace 
By His beloved Son 

Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS    “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”       LSB #843  
 

 “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 
    You taught us, Lord, to pray; 

But You alone can grant us grace 
    To live the words we say. 

       
  How can Your pardon reach and bless 

    The unforgiving heart 
 That broods on wrongs and will not let 

 Old bitterness depart? 
 

 In blazing light Your cross reveals 
    The truth we dimly knew: 

What trivial debts are owed to us, 
    How great our debt to You! 

 

       Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 
    And bid resentment cease; 

Then, bound to all in bonds of love, 
    Our lives will spread Your peace. 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004225 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

      P:  Let us pray. 
C: O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout 

prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that 
what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT   Genesis 50: 15 – 21  
 

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be 
that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they 
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he 
died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 
because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants 
of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also 
came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph 
said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept 
alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” 
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

R:   This is the Word of the Lord.     
C: Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 



EPISTLE Romans 14: 1 – 12  
 

 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not quarrel over 
opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only 
vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one 
who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are 
you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands 
or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all 
days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes 
the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, 
since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord 
and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 
himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 10Why do you pass 
judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all 
stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
 

 R:  This is the Word of the Lord.      C:  Thanks be to God 

  

GOSPEL        Matthew 18: 21 – 35  
 

R  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Eighteenth Chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to 
you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him 
who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master ordered 
him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be 
made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released 
him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of 
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to 
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded 
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put 
him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all 
that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his 
master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my 
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart.” 
 

 



R:  This is the Gospel of our Lord.      

C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED            
 

C:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things  
     visible and invisible. 
    
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the        
Father, by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
    And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
        who spoke by the prophets. 
 

   And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
        I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
        and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
SERMON              “The Truth of Forgiveness”    Matthew 18:21-25 

                                    (Sermon Outline provided on back of Announcements) 
 

OFFERING   (As joyful givers, we clap for the offering) 

OFFERING MUSIC                    “Love Divine”           John Zundel, arr. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE  

P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 



  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times…………………To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

  

PAX DOMINI 

 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI   (sing)                                                                                      LSB 198 
 

 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 
P:  Let us pray. We give thanks to you, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you would strengthen 
us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

CLOSING HYMN             “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”                LSB #851 
 

 Lord of glory, You have bought us  
    With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 

    That tremendous sacrifice; 
And with that have freely given 

    Blessings countless as the sand 
To the_unthankful and the evil 

    With Your own unsparing hand. 
 



 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You 
    Gladly, freely of Your own. 

With the sunshine of Your goodness 
    Melt our thankless hearts of stone 

Till our cold and selfish natures, 
    Warmed by You, at length believe 
That more happy and more blessèd 

    ’Tis to give than to receive. 
 

 Wondrous honor You have given 
    To our humblest charity 

In Your own mysterious sentence, 
    “You have done it all to Me.” 
Can it be, O gracious Master, 

    That You deign for alms to sue, 
Saying by Your poor and needy, 
    “Give as I have giv’n to you”? 

 

 Lord of glory, You have bought us 
    With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 

    That tremendous sacrifice. 
Give us faith to trust You boldly, 

    Hope, to stay our souls on You; 
But, oh, best of all Your graces, 

    With Your love our love renew. 

Text: Public domain 

  
POSTLUDE            “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”       Sigismund von Birken 
 
                                 

HAVE A JOYFUL, RESTFUL DAY IN THE LORD !!! 


