
 ST. PETERS – WORSHIP SCRIPT 
SEVENTH SUNDAY after PENTECOST 
+ DIVINE SERVICE SETTING FOUR + 

July 16, 2023    10:45 AM 
 
PRELUDE            “Praise Him! Praise Him!”   arr. Chester G. Allen        
     
WELCOME AND GREETING  
 
OPENING HYMN                       “Thy Strong Word”               LSB #578, (vs. 1-2, 4, 6) 

 

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 
    At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, 

    While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 
 

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 
    Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 
    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 
From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
From the cross forever beameth 
    All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia without end! 

 
God the Father, light-creator, 
    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

             Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004225 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
P: In the name of the Father and of the ϯ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 

and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY 65:9-13 
 
P:  You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; 

you provide their grain, for so you have prepared it. 
C:  You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with 

showers, and blessing its growth. 
 
P:  You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 
C:  The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, 
 
P:  the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain, 

they shout and sing together for joy.
ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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KYRIE                                                                                        (Sing, LSB page 204)  
 

Lord, have mercy;  
Christ, have mercy;  
Lord, have mercy. 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS        LSB #204 
 

                 To God on high be glory 
And peace to all the earth; 

Goodwill from God in heaven 
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

We praise and bless You, Father; 
Your holy name, we sing— 

Our thanks for Your great glory, 
Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

 
To You, O sole-begotten, 

The Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
Receive our heartfelt cry, 

Where You in pow’r are seated 
At God’s right hand on high— 

 
For You alone are holy; 
You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, 

Be worshiped and adored; 
You with the Holy Spirit 

Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father’s glory. 
“Amen!” our glad reply. 

              Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  

P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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(Please be seated) 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread 
to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it. 12“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains 
and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier 
shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off.” 
   
R: This is the Word of the Lord. 
P: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE   Romans 8:12-17 
 
 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit 
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified with him. 
  
R: This is the Word of the Lord. 
P: Thanks be to God. 
 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                  (Stand and Sing, LSB page 205) 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
These things are written that you may believe 

That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL       Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 
R:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.  
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 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great 
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower 
went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came 
and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much 
soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun 
rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds 
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good 
soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who has 
ears, let him hear. . . . 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has 
been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what was sown 
on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 
joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 
the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed 
bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
  
R: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
P: Thanks be to God. 
 
NICENE CREED 
C: I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life ϯ of the world to come. Amen.    (Be Seated) 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY       “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”              LSB #577 
 

Almighty God, Your Word is cast 
    Like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav’n descend 
    And righteous fruits abound. 

 
Let not the sly satanic foe 
    This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart 
    To bring forth fruits of love. 

 
Let not the world’s deceitful cares 

    The rising plant destroy, 
But let it yield a hundredfold 

    The fruits of peace and joy. 
 

So when the precious seed is sown, 
    Life-giving grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive 
    Its saving pow’r may know. 

Text: Public domain 

     
SERMON  “What Kind of Soil Are You?  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  Pastor Morgan Lane 
                                      
  
OFFERING   (As joyful givers, we clap for the offering) 
 
OFFERING MUSIC                   “Bring in the Sheaves”                 Knowles Shaw      
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT                                           (Page 208ff LSB) 
 

 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
SANCTUS                                                                                             (LSB page 208) 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord’ 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 

  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the 
forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. 
Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 
Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of 
His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to 
us in His body and blood.  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
PAX DOMINI (“Peace of the Lord”)  AND AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”) (page 210)  

 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  Amen. 
 

(sing) O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,  You take the sin of the world away, 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,  Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,  You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,  And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S BODY AND BLOOD 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                      (Sing LSB page 211) 

 
O Lord, now let Your servant  Depart in heav’nly peace, 

For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace; 
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

 
All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 
P:  Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN              “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”  LSB #923        
 

Almighty Father, bless the Word 
Which through Your grace we now have heard. 

Oh, may the precious seed take root, 
Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 
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We praise You for the means of grace 
As homeward now our steps we trace. 

Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 
May all at last in heav’n appear. 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Public domain 

 
POSTLUDE                         “Wonderful Words of Life”                            Phillip Bliss    
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

HAVE A JOYFUL LORD’S DAY OF SERVICE AND PRAISE!  


